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the next step

China wants to reassert its status
as a global economic power to
maintain national unity and restore
its citizens’ national pride. Page 3

15 things you can
relate to if you’ve
studied abroad

Study abroaders unite: here are some
things you can all relate to after
spending time overseas. Page 4

Giving Thanks
for Movies

Want to see a film over Thanksgiving
break? Here are four to see. Page 6

The critical
differences between
ella and Plan B
The ACA mandate requires coverage
of both, but what are the differences
between the two? Page 7

IWU edges Taylor
in conference
championship

Class of 2013 graduates relocated across the U.S., with the top states being Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan.

A look into the future for
graduating students
Ally Horine

News Co-Editor

Taylor forced a set five but came
up a few points short to rival
Indiana Wesleyan. Page 8

Senior Jonathan Brooks already
knows where he is going after graduation. After an interview in October,
he was offered a job with McGladrey
Accounting in Elkhart, Ind. Most seniors aren’t as lucky. A majority of
them still have no idea where life after

graduation will take them.
Not all students are looking for fulltime jobs immediately. Some are interested in taking a gap year, while
others think about graduate school
or post-graduate internships.
Sara Wainscott (’14) decided to
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Skip class or stay on campus? Students must decide how to spend their Thanksgiving break.

Turkey trot: breaking out
Thanksgiving break begins
early for many students
Julia Oller
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The turkey won’t be carved for another week, but many Taylor students start their holiday celebrations
days before break officially begins on
Wednesday.
Some students skip Monday, Tuesday
or even Friday classes, choosing to miss
or make up tests or projects in order to
stuff in a few extra vacation days.
Thanksgiving break and other
components of the Taylor academic calendar—the beginning and end
of the semester, even the time chapel is held—are determined by the

Academic Policies Committee (APC).
They schedule all dates for the next
five years and then submit the calendar to all faculty for a vote before final approval.
Connie Lightfoot, dean of the
School of Social Sciences, Education
and Business, said that merging the
guidelines set in the Academic Calendar Policy with actual dates in the
year is challenging.
“There are so many rules, it’s amazing,” Lightfoot said.
The APC considered removing fall
break and adding the extra day onto
Thanksgiving break. Because Labor
Day and fall break already take a toll
on Monday and Friday classes, however, giving a week of vacation would

lead to a disproportionate number
of Tuesday/Thursday classes. According to Provost Jeff Moshier, additional class days would need to be
added somewhere else to make up
the deficit.
Lightfoot said that even if Thanksgiving break lasted an entire week,
students would still check out and
leave early.
“There is no perfect calendar because whenever the last (day) is people like to push it back,” Lightfood said.
Manager of Technology Services
Nick Corduan, who teaches a Tuesday night class, calls the phenomenon “vacation creep.”
“I think if we were to give Tuesday off they would want to travel on
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move to Chicago after she was offered an internship with public relations agency Weber Shandwick.
“There are quite a few benefits to
the post-graduate internship,” Wainscott said. “I would guess that the
The next step continues on page 2

Monday and if we were to give the
whole week off they’d want to be traveling on the Friday before the weekend,” Corduan said.
Four of his 29 students have told
him that they won’t be in class, but
most who skip don’t inform their professors in advance. Corduan scheduled an in-class assignment and two
major projects for Tuesday, but he
doesn’t think that will encourage his
students to stick around.
Sophomore Megan Harkness
doesn’t think the time slot for Thanksgiving break is unreasonable, although she wouldn’t complain about
more time off. Even so, she plans to
head home on Monday night after
getting permission from the professor of her Tuesday class.
Each professor decides how to handle the inevitable student exodus in
the days before break. Some professors, like Corduan, allow students
to make up missed assignments but
continue class while others cancel
class or allow students to skip.
Either way, Lightfoot said it’s difficult for professors to deal with empty classrooms.
“It is frustrating for the faculty, especially in a smaller class,” she said.
“It’s hard to move forward, but for the
students who are there you want it to
be worthwhile. It’s really a quandary.”
Whether students skip one class or
10, Moshier said their absence means
more than missed assignments.
“I think students should ask themselves how their decision to skip
classes impacts the learning community,” Moshier said. “We come together to learn from each other, and
that learning experience is diminished when students absent themselves from class.”
By leaving early, Taylor students
say school might be important, but
for the holidays you can’t beat home
sweet home.
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‘You’re never too old’
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Obama to offer immigration
relief to 4.7 million
reuters.com

‘Historic’ snowstorm hits US north

The next step continued from page 1

majority of recent grads, including
myself, don’t actually know what their
dream job is, and a post-grad internship gives you a sort of trial period to
figure that out.”
Deciding where to go and what
to do after graduation is easier for
some than others. According to a recent article by Forbes, the unemployment rate of recent graduates under
the age of 25 was 16.2 percent—more
than double the national average.
Fortunately, Taylor students have a
slightly better track record. A school’s
level of success is defined as the percentage of former students enrolled
in graduate school or employed in either part-time or full-time positions.
According to a survey of 2013 graduates provided by the Calling and

“It’s just been fun to feel like a child again and
relive all the Dr. Seuss books.”
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bbc.com

Gunman opens fire in Flordia State
University library; 3 wounded
cnn.com

The U.S. government thinks China
could take down the power grid
cnn.com

Coal King Don Blankenship Pleads
Not Guilty in Deadly Mine Blast
abcnews.go.com

Career Office, 64 percent of respondents had full-time jobs six months
after graduation. Another 15 percent
went to graduate school immediately
after college. Nine percent had parttime employment, and only 3 percent
were still seeking.
This puts Taylor’s success rating at
97 percent, meaning they are well below the national average with only 3
percent unemployment.
While finding a job is no easy feat,
perhaps an equally difficult task for
seniors is deciding where to relocate.
One popular city is Chicago and its
surrounding areas. Lauren Harvey
(’14) is one of many graduates currently working near the Windy City.
“I moved to the Chicago area because there are so many Christian
nonprofits located around this area,

which is what I wanted to go into after graduation,” Harvey said. “It was
nice to be able to move somewhere
new—because I am not originally
from the Chicago area—and know
that I have Taylor friends to live with
and help with the transition process.”
While Chicago is a popular place
for many Taylor graduates, they aren’t the only ones interested. A recent
study published by City Observatory states the population of 25-34 year
olds with a four-year degree in Chicago increased by 54.9 percent, or
26,849 people, from 2010 to 2012.
Many move to the Chicago area in
hopes of holding onto their Taylor
community. For those looking to stay
in-state, Indianapolis is another common option. Sarah (Heath) Ketchum
(’13) moved there after graduation

and has enjoyed it since.
“I see (Taylor) friends of mine at
least once or twice a week and run
into random Taylor people around
town at least that often,” Ketchum
said. “Lots of Taylor grads live in the
Indy area and it is really easy to get
in touch with them. Many are involved in different churches, clubs
or missions in the city, and have a
great community.”
While leaving the Taylor bubble can
be difficult, some students opt to find
careers or attend graduate school in
unfamiliar places. Daniel Meier (’14)
decided to pick up and move to
the west coast to attend the Seattle
School of Theology and Psychology to
pursue a masters in counseling.
“Living in and attending school in
Seattle has been so beneficial to my

exploration of my own story,” Meier
said. “I have understood facets of myself that I didn’t know existed. Moving somewhere new and going to grad
school is as much about learning
about yourself as it is learning about
new content.”
Landing the perfect job in the perfect place might not happen on the
first try, but everyone seems to find
it eventually, often discovering a
smaller Taylor-like community along
the way.
“I don’t really know where I want to
end up—still don’t,” Brooks said, “I am
more excited about my opportunity
at McGladrey than the physical location of my job for next year. I would
say don’t be too picky about the location for your first job, it’s a job, go for
it and make the best of it.”

‘You’re never too old’
MyGen encourages
audiences to embrace
childhood memories
Lexie V. Owen
Contributor

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

Junior Jake Venable serenades with
an acoustic taste of country.

In the wise words of Dr. Seuss, “Oh
the places you’ll go! There is fun to be
done! There are points to be scored.
There are games to be won.”
And there are songs to be sung.
Tonight at 8:15, MyGen will send you
into Thanksgiving break on a high note.
“We’re trying to provide space for
campus to come together and enjoy
one another and meet people in settings they wouldn’t normally,” SAC president and senior Hailey Whitaker said.
When choosing the theme, “Dr. Seuss” easily won over ideas like “Back to
the Future,” “Jurassic Park” and superheroes. SAC paired the theme with the

Photograph by Mindy Wilman

The green spotlight shines on a contemporary Great Gatsby Mashup.

catchphrase “You’re never too old.”
“It was a really easy decision,”
Whitaker said. “It’s been fun to decorate with because it’s so colorful. It’s
just been fun to feel like a child again
and relive all the Dr. Seuss books.”
In addition to a wacky theme, SAC
added original features to the Taylor
tradition, such as students dressed as
trademark Dr. Seuss characters. Instead
of the typical two emcees, six members
of Rice Pilaf will host the event.
“It’s important to collaborate with
other entertainment groups,” TSO
graduate assistant Brittane Turner said. “SAC wants to be involved in
bringing the student body together
and I think this is a way to do that.”
Both Turner and Whitaker would
prefer details about the acts to remain a surprise, but the evening’s entertainment promises variety.
“I was very impressed in tryouts, the
quality and the quantity . . . and how so
many people put so much effort into
it,” Whitaker said. “We have a good variety this year and a lot of talented acts.”
With finals coming up, SAC hopes
MyGen will be an opportunity for
students to relax, socialize and appreciate the wealth of creativity that
surrounds them on campus.
“I was just so impressed with the
talent that came out of this year,”
Whitaker said. “The work that my
cabinet has done and the love that
we have for this campus stands out.
I hope the student body feels that.”
Thanks to the creative efforts of
SAC, audiences can be prepared to enjoy a night of entertainment, laughter
and embracing their inner child.

Photograph by Mindy Wildman

Sam Davies (right) channels his inner John Paul White with the Civil Wars’ Poison and Wine.

Ronni Meier takes the mic in MyGen 2014.
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“I know some of the critics of the action
call it amnesty. Well, it’s the not.
Amnesty is the immigration system we
have today.”
Obama orders sweeping
immigration overhaul
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China is bolstering its military to counter the U.S.’s growing Pacific presense.
Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu ordered the destruction of the Palestinian attackers’ homes.

Palestinians attack Jewish
synagogue in Jerusalem

Photograph provided by Getty Images

China seeks to become
peaceful global power
Joe Friedrichsen

1967, the former disputes over possession of land are now driven largely by religion. Bowen suspects this is
why the Palestinians chose to attack
a synagogue.
According to Yahoo News, Israel’s
response could increase the tension
between both groups to a dangerous
level. Daniel Nisman, a political and
security analyst, said a bigger deployment of border police in Jerusalem
is on its way. To stop Palestinian attacks, Nisman suggested closing East
Jerusalem neighborhoods. He did acknowledge that doing so could further escalate tension amongst the
people there. Nisman also said Israel
may respond by deploying the army
in the annexed East Jerusalem, but
nothing has been decided yet.

Despite suffering a humiliating decline in national strength and status,
the Chinese people are devoted to returning China to its natural state of
glory. But because China hasn’t clearly defined its criteria for achieving the
state’s collective rejuvenation, the U.S.
has been left asking questions: What
does China want as an emerging
power? Can the U.S. and China coexist peacefully?
For much of its existence, China has
regarded itself as the pinnacle of civilization. It also considers the unique
moral world leadership position it
held for nearly two centuries to have
been usurped by Western and Japa-

enforcement priority to focus on deporting criminals like gang members,
felons and suspected terrorists, rather than law-abiding undocumented
parents of U.S. citizens and residents.
Obama also said the plan will require undocumented parents of U.S.
citizens and lawful permanent residents who’ve lived in the country for
five-plus years to pass a background
check and pay taxes to temporarily
stay in the U.S. for three years. But
these people will not be eligible for
federal benefits or health care programs and will not be offered paths
to eventual citizenship.
Though these measures are unilateral, a future president can still theoretically reverse them.
According to CNN, administration
Photograph provided by Flickr user Edward Kimmel
Obama’s immigration polcies can theoretically be reversed by future presidents.
officials insist Obama’s moves are
lawful and constitutionally sound, deoverstepping his executive power by spite conservatives accusing Obama’s
New immigration policy
moving to shield five million undoc- actions of being an unlawful overumented
immigrants from deporta- reach of his authority as president.
focuses on deporting
tion.
He
argued
he felt compelled to
“The actions you see here reasoncriminals, not lawful citizens
take action without the consent of ably sit within his powers,” one seJoe Friedrichsen
Congress because House Republican nior administration official said. “I
leaders refused to hold a vote on an think that they are bold and they are
World & National Editor
immigration bill passed in the Senate aggressive but they are in keeping
President Barack Obama ordered one over 500 days ago.
with precedent.”
of the largest sweeping overhauls of
“I know some of the critics of the acFollowing the announcement, Rethe immigration system in decades, tion call it amnesty. Well, it’s the not. publicans are currently deciding on
following a primetime address to the Amnesty is the immigration system a response. Some ideas being tossed
nation Thursday night.
we have today,” Obama said.
around range from a government
In the address, Obama rejectA key element of Obama’s shutdown to holding up Obama’s
ed conservative claims that he’s plan is shifting U.S. immigration nominees in the Senate.

nese colonial powers from the period
of 1839 to 1949 in what China calls the
century of humiliation. According to
Zheng Wang, the director of the Center for Peace and Conflict Studies at
Seton Hall University, China remembers that dark period as one of being
bullied by imperialist powers.
In his book “On China,” former U.S.
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
stated that recent strategic tension
between China and the U.S. results
from Chinese fear that the U.S. seeks
to contain and strategically encircle
China. That concern is paralleled by
the U.S.’s fear of China attempting to
expel it from Asia.
Despite current strain, Kissinger
believes China is not going to put itself in a position of strategic confrontation with the U.S. when it has one
of the world’s most rapidly aging populations and a bevy of other domestic challenges.
In a 2010 comprehensive policy statement, State Councilor Dai
Bingguo, the highest-ranking official overseeing China’s foreign policy, said China must limit its strategic
goals to building a moderately prosperous society in all aspects. Bingguo
also outlined some of China’s difficulties domestically.
Bingguo said China’s gross domestic product (GDP), however large in
absolute numbers, must be spread
over a population of 1.3 billion people. Of those, 150 million people live

Terrorist attack escalates
tension in Israel
Julia Camara
Staff Writer

Two Palestinians attacked a synagogue in West Jerusalem on Tuesday,
killing four rabbis with meat cleavers
and a gun before they were shot dead
by Israeli police officers.
Three of the four murdered were
dual citizens of the U.S. and Israel, reported Reuters. A group of about 25
people were in the synagogue when
the attack occurred. Police stormed
in and killed the two assailants.

“I looked up and saw someone
shooting people at point-blank
range. Then someone came in
with what looked like a butcher’s
knife and he went wild.”
A BBC News video explained that
immediately after the attack, Israeli
anger loomed over the city, while anxiety plagues Palestinians over how Israel will retaliate. Tuesday’s attack is
Jerusalem’s most deadly in six years.
The bloody intrusion takes place
after weeks of unrest in the West
Bank in dispute over the al-Aqsa
mosque, the third holiest site in Islam. Muslims call the sacred site the
Noble Sanctuary, while Israelis refer
to it as the Temple Mount where two

biblical temples once stood, according to Reuters.
Reuters reported that Yosef Posternak, a worshiper present during the
shooting at the Kehillat Bnei Torah
synagogue, said the people were praying when gunfire broke out.
“I looked up and saw someone
shooting people at point-blank range.
Then someone came in with what
looked like a butcher’s knife and he
went wild,” said Posternak.
Leaders in Jerusalem and the U.S.
are condemning the attack, beginning with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu. He accused Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
of inciting violence in the city, deeming him responsible for the deluge of
recent attacks, including Tuesday’s
slaughter, reported BBC News.
“As a nation we will settle the score
with every terrorist and their dispatchers . . . but no one may take
the law into their own hands, even if
spirits are riled and blood is boiling,”
Netanyahu said, according to the Chicago Tribune.
Netanyahu has since ordered the
homes of the attackers destroyed.
Reuters reported that Obama
strongly condemned the terrorist attack, which killed three U.S. citizens.
Jeremy Bowen, the Middle East editor of BBC News, said the two sides
(Israelis and Palestinians) couldn’t be
further apart. Since Israel seized the
West Bank and Eastern Jerusalem in

Obama orders sweeping
immigration overhaul

World & National Editor

below the poverty line. Because of
these challenges, Bingguo rejects
skeptics’ claims that China seeks to
dominate Asia or displace the U.S. as
the world’s preeminent power.
China’s current posture and recent
military actions in Asia and the Pacific are also strong indications of its
future intentions.
To counter the U.S.’s increasing military presence in the region, Douglas
Paal, director of the Asia Program at
the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in Washington, said
China is taking measures to bolster
its position in Asia.
Last November, China created a
controversial new air defense zone
in the East China Sea amid its territorial dispute with Japan, reported the
Washington Post. Air defense zones
are commonly established by countries to help them track or monitor
aircraft nearing their territories.
In the state-run Global Times
newspaper, Li Jei, a senior captain
at the China Ocean Research Center,
wrote that the zone gives China favorable strategic circumstances because
it forces the U.S. and Japan to face the
reality of the situation and negotiate
with China.
Paal also believes future Chinese
declarations of new zones will allow it to alter spheres of geographic
influence over time without actually causing direct confrontation with
other countries.
China is also reasserting its power
in Asia by developing a large arsenal
of conventional asymmetric weapon
systems. These weapons systems are
used to exploit a larger force’s weaknesses. In this case, they are designed
to disrupt U.S. power projection into
the Western Pacific and deny it access to contested regions like Taiwan.
The strategy China employs is
known in military jargon as anti-access/area denial (A2/AD). Put simply, A2/AD employs repeated assault
waves of cyber-attacks, anti-satellite
weaponry, ballistic missiles, stealth
submarines and other weapons
like China’s “carrier killer” missiles.
Rather than forcing an outright defeat, China’s A2/AD strategy relies on
whittling down the advantage of a superior force so it suffers too many casualties or is too expended to launch
a substantial offensive.
These defensive measures are characteristic of Chinese military strategy, which emphasizes victory through
psychological advantage, avoidance
of direct conflict and prevention of
strategic encirclement.
Considering China’s defensive military posture and Chinese leaders’ current aspirations, China’s state strategy
seems to be focused on maintaining
national unity and returning to its
past greatness as the Middle Kingdom. Because of China’s willingness
to peacefully develop within the current international order, the country
is unlikely to challenge U.S. global
leadership.
Although such a path seems to be
the case in the short-term, the next
generation of Chinese leadership
could just as easily command an entirely different policy—one that directly confronts the U.S.’s preeminent
global role.
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15 things you can relate to if you’ve studied abroad
Life after studying abroad
will never be the same
Erin Fuhr, Gracie Fairfax
& Paige Williams
L&T Staff

When you study abroad, you learn
through new experiences, meet new
people and fall in love with a place
like you never have before. Anyone
who’s had a study abroad experience
can relate to some of these feelings
that stay long after you’ve returned
home.
1. You always crave foods that you
can’t get here.
Sometimes you get a midnight
craving for some roasted pig from
a street vendor, or some Lithuanian
fried bread and cheese from a favorite restaurant. It’s always depressing
to know you might never be able to
eat your favorite foods again.
2. People have broken up, gotten
together and married while you
were gone.
Your former roommate’s boyfriend
is now her husband? These are the
perils of life.
3. The view from your bedroom
window doesn’t measure up to the
one you had when you were abroad.
You don’t realize how spoiled you
were until you wake up in Upland
to see a water tower, a fence and a
parked car after you’d gotten used to
the city of Cuenca spread out under
the mountains.
4. You have no concept of money
anymore; everything is either way
more expensive or way cheaper
here.
When you come home, you’re either
sad that you have to pay more than
$1.50 for a loaf of bread, or you’re rejoicing because you don’t have to pay
the equivalent of 12 American dollars
for a combo meal at Mcdonalds. At
least now you don’t have to quickly
convert prices in your head before every purchase.
5. Your style evolves a little based
on where you were living.
Your time abroad might have influenced you to dress minimalistically, wear more scarves or constantly
sport something woven out of alpaca
wool. Regardless of where you went,
your style probably changed a little
when you got back.
6. You were really out of the loop
with some pop culture when you
came back to America.
You turned on the radio, thought
“Rude” by Magic! was new and cool,
and then got attacked for your opinion because that was the most overplayed and generally hated song in
the entire country.
7. The great realization that
you don’t have to pay for water in

restaurants in America.
There is nothing that says “welcome home” like a free glass of tap
water at a restaurant. No more $3
glass bottles of water.
8. You figure out what it really
means to be patriotic.
Touching down in America after
being abroad is possibly the most glorious moment of your life. “God Bless
America” will be sung.
9. Finally feeling you can communicate with other people without embarrassing yourself.
There’s nothing that makes you feel
more like a fish out of water than a
language barrier and something you
desperately need to communicate to
someone. Coming back to America
and not worrying about saying the
wrong thing lifts a giant burden off
your shoulders.
10. STARBS.
There’s nothing like wrapping your
hands around your favorite drink
when you’ve been deprived of it for
a long time. Admit it, the common
white girl in you savored every drop
of that precious Starbucks.
11. You realize that the whole
campus kept going without you.
While you had adventures away,
your friends had their own drives
around the loop and midnight Loves
runs without you. They missed you
and you missed them, but now your
friendships are a little different.
12. You’re not special anymore
In a foreign country, you stand out.
You’re “The American.” You’re cool
and interesting. Once you come back
to the states, you’re an American like
everyone else.
13. Coming back into mundane
life is hard.
Abroad, your Facebook newsfeed is
full of exciting pictures of your weekend in Italy and your cool new foreign
friends. Upon return to Indiana, a trip
to IHOP doesn’t look quite as exotic.
14. You have to re-adjust to living
on a small college campus in the
middle of nowhere.
You spent several months away
from the campus you knew and loved
to live in a big city or a coastal town.
Coming back to school is exciting
at first, but then you miss your freedom and anonymity and the diversity of the place you were. You have
to remember how to live in a place
where everybody knows each other’s
business.
15. Sometimes it is hard to rebuild
yourself after being independent.
You were a blank slate. Being away
gave you the opportunity to reinvent
yourself in a way, but when you get
back, people often see you as who you
were before you left. Now, it’s up to
you to show them the new you.
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Sydney Lewis, Kendahl Baer, Kyla Sele, Katie Beadle and Erin Fuhr enjoy their last view of Ayochucho, Peru before returning to America.

Photograph by Paige Wiliams

The Cliffs of Mohr in Ireland—not the sort of thing you’ll see out your dorm window.

Photograph provided by Hannah Harbin

Photograph by Gracie Fairfax

Scott Collins captures a colorful wall in Lithuania.

Hannah Harvey and Catie Yoder savor their first sips of
Starbucks in the Miami airport after a summer in Ecuador.

Turkey
traditions
There’s more to
Thanksgiving at Taylor
than stuffing your face
Ian Proano
Contributor

Thanksgiving arrives early to Taylor’s
campus. Different halls celebrate the
big day with a few traditions before
people scatter to gobble down tables
full of pie at home.

“At the end of the day we do have
a one last turkey chase where
we go out behind the DC and
we pray over Thanksgiving.”
Among these is the First East Olson (1EO) pick-a-date. The weekend
before break, every couple gets paired
with another. The four go to a wing’s
Community Connection’s house and
cook a specific recipe for the feast.
Then everyone gathers back together to enjoy a glorious meal.
Second West Wengatz (2WW)
and First West Olson’s (1WO) annual
tradition tests the integrity of their

Second West Wengatz and First West Olson bond over a Thanksgiving feast.

stomach linings and adds some Puritan fashion sense. Both floors go to
the ladies’ Community Connection’s
home dressed up as Pilgrims to dig
into a homemade Thanksgiving feast.

“It’s a nice time to reconnect
and catch up with our sister
wing, since we’re all extremely
busy throughout the semester,
and then we’ll go around and say

Photograph provided by Sarah Wehling

what we’re thankful for,” said junior Landon Stuart, 2WW ’s Discipleship Coordinator.
Instead of stuffing their gullets,
the ladies of English Hall host a

Thanksgiving-themed Secret Santa. It’s called “Secret Turkey” and
involves all floors exchanging anonymous gifts during the two weeks
before Thanksgiving. This year, each
day’s gift was tied to the theme “The
Five Senses.”
The gifts are often presented in unusual ways. “For one of my gifts this
year, I’m good friends with (my secret
turkey’s) PA, and so I just told (her PA)
to give her a really big hug, and that
was her gift for the day,” 2CO PA and
junior Lizzie Wilson said.
The only gifts Broho is giving for
Thanksgiving are violent bear hugs
and crazy chases. They call this the
“Turkey Trot.”
On the appointed day, one of the
Brotherhood’s own dresses up as a
turkey, and the rest as Pilgrims and
Native Americans. The turkey is
a specially chosen freshman who,
throughout the day, can be tackled
by any member of Broho. This year’s
tribute was Noah Nemni.
“At the end of the day we do have
a one last turkey chase where we go
out behind the DC and we pray over
Thanksgiving,” Broho PA and junior
Will Hussey said. “We eat around
him at the DC for our Thanksgiving meal.”
At Taylor, traditions are a great opportunity to get closer to people on
campus. As you grow in your independence here, what traditions will
you adopt?

“It’s a nice time to reconnect and catch up
with our sister wing, since we’re all extremely
busy throughout the semester, and then we’ll
go around and say what we’re thankful for.”
Turkey traditions
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Embarrassing moments at Taylor
Four students share ‘that
awkward moment when’
Maky Myers
Contributor

Catching up to the wrong person on
the sidewalk, asking seven people on
a pick-a-date before someone (that
someone else found) finally answers
yes, slipping on ice and eating it in
front of a crowd of people during
those terrible winter storms—there
is no escaping the reality of an embarrassing moment every now and again.
Everyone has been there, frozen,

completely and utterly humiliated by
something he or she has said or done.
There is really no way to avoid such a
fiasco, especially at Taylor, where everyone knows and sees everything.
Here are a few tales of some of the
most mortifying-but-hysterical moments to take place in the lives of Taylor students.

Auto Mix-Up
“I was going to Love’s with a group
of friends, but I had never been in the
car we were taking before, so I didn’t
know it well. I ran up to my room to
grab my wallet and came back outside. I opened the car door and didn’t

Burning Questions
Lindsay Robinson &
Erin Fuhr
Life & Times Co-Editors

Dear E&L,

I have a crush on somebody in my
class who I’ve never talked to. What
do I get him for Christmas, and what’s
the best way to deliver it?

Dear Christmas Creep,

It sounds like you haven’t gotten
ahead of yourself at all! Buying a
Christmas gift for somebody you’ve
never met is not only normal, it’s encouraged by society. Try researching
them on Wikipedia or Facebook for
some cool gift ideas. He won the spelling bee in 8th grade? Buy him magnetic alphabet letters for his fridge.
He has a dog? Buy him another one.
Show up at his dorm room wrapped

up like a present so he doesn’t know
who you are, drop the gift off, blow
him a kiss and dash off like the speedy
Christmas gift giver that you are. Better yet, involve your friends in the
scheme. Have them dress as elves and
surround him so he can’t get away!
Merry Christmas!

E&L

Dear E&L,

When I was walking to the DC and
I passed my visual crush, I fell on the
hill and I slid, and he was with his
friends and they laughed at me. What
do I do to redeem myself ?

Dear Ice-Struck,

In the words of Miley Cyrus before
she went crazy,
“The next time we hang out,
I will redeem myself
My heart it can’t rest till then

see anyone. Thinking they were all
hiding I jokingly said, ‘Good one guys.’
It wasn’t until a guy popped up shirtless that I realized I had gone to the
wrong car!”
— Audrey Estelle, junior

The Twisted Tour
“One time, I was giving a tour of
campus. As we got to the Sammy
statues I told the group that Sammy
was the prince of Egypt. My partner
laughed but didn’t correct me, and I
didn’t realize until after the tour what
I had said!”
— Morgan Riessen, junior

Poor Placement
“Some guy kicked a door open in
my dorm, and it hit me, and I flew into
the wall. The really embarrassing part
was that I stood up at the same time
he reached down to help me up and
he grabbed my chest, he got a fullon grope.”
— Sammie Cragun, senior

Classic Miscommunication
“My freshman year I was out frolfing with the Broho guys when we arrived at the Wengatz-to-Olson hole. I
was halfway through the hole when a
group of probably 10 girls exited Olson. I threw again, and I hit a girl in

the head. I ran over and said, ‘It is customary that if a guy hits a girl with
a Frisbee, she gets asked on a date.’
So I asked her, got her number and
took her out for a Polar Pop. We had a
great time and I thought we were just
going to be friends, but it turned out
that she thought I wanted more. She
said she wanted to focus on school
and friends, which didn’t make sense
to me. I have been in two group projects with her since freshman year and
see her everywhere.”
— Ryan Monson, junior

Whoa I, I can’t wait to see you again.”
It happens to everyone at some
point. Don’t stress. Just find another opportunity to charm your crush
with your witty sense of humor and
naturally curly hair. And who knows,
maybe he’ll fall down next time and
you guys will be even.
Love,

E&L

Dear E&L,

I’m meeting my boyfriend’s entire
extended family this Thanksgiving.
Any advice?

Dear Apprehensive Girlfriend,

Just be yourself, and smile more
than you normally do. Laugh at all
the inside jokes, even when you don’t
understand them. As long as you are
yourself and make an effort to be nice
to the new faces you’ll meet, you have
no reason to worry. Family is fun,
not scary.
Good luck,

E&L

Burning Questions
“Give us your stress, your first world problems, your huddled masses yearning to have their burning
questions answered”
Email away your problems:
-dating
-DC food
-roommates who don’t shower

-intrusive cats
-embarrassing encounters
-mawwage

Send them to burningquestionsTU@gmail.com.
Remember: No problem is too stupid. Am I right?

Humans of Upland #TaylorU’s
“I’m going to my grandparents’
log cabin for Thanksgiving. I’m
excited to see my family and
chickens at home, but really I
just want to stuff my face with
non-DC food.” –Katie Duran

Echograms #TaylorU

Photograph by Chris Yingling

TOP
TWEETS
Hannah Williams @
 hannah_faye14
Remember that one time I went
to all my classes I had for the
day? Me neither. #skiplikeasenior
#TaylorU

CJ Komarynsky @CJKomarynsky
All the bible profs at Taylor are
gone at a conference this week!
Let the Bible Majors run rampant!
*sits in library and studies* #tayloru
Ryan Monson @
 TheRyanMonson
When the teacher says, well you
can make your schedule ﬁt if you
take an 8am or 9am in class? and
you go: EHHH..IDKKKK #reallife
#tayloru
Audrey Estelle @aud_estelle
The worst part about winter isn’t
the cold and snow. It’s the way
your coat smells like the DC for
days on end #tayloru
Keith Cantrell @
 KeithCantrell93
I hope they put a mattress store
in the new student center so I can
take a nap without having to walk
across campus. #TaylorU

@skylarthethiknr: Ladies and gentlemen, I present 2nd East Wengatz. 2 EZ and 2 SEXY. #tayloru

@iamericcroft: TFamily and Gratitude are wonderful
things // Bro-Sis Thanksgiving #1EW #2WO #tayloru

Chris Chang @
 CChang65
When a chapel speaker uses a
food analogy, I instantly want to be
his best friend. #foodiskey #tayloru

A
&E
Turkey and a movie

After writing a poem, Shanté double-checks
it against the Bible. She considers the use
of words to be a reverent act. God spoke the
world, and in turn, Shanté speaks his word.
Speaking in breaths

TheEchoNews.com

Fill up on these flicks
during Thanksgiving break
David Seaman
A&E Editor

This Thanksgiving, let us be grateful not only for the delicious food in
front of us, but also the solid films
coming out around this time.
Let us be grateful for Katniss Everdeen and her fierce determination to
be free of tyrannical authority.
Let us be grateful for the wonderful
acting talents of Benedict Cumberbatch and his rise as an A-list actor.
Let us be grateful for the ability
of film to transform actors into totally different characters, like turning a man most known for playing a
bumbling boss into a disturbing and
brooding maniac.
And let us be grateful for the wonderful storytelling that is still present
in the movie industry, producing tales
such as the titanic struggle between a
rising music star and his controlling
mentor.
So once you devour those mashed
potatoes and gravy and give thanks
for your family, make sure to head
over to theaters and check out these
inventive new films.

The Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part 1 (Today)

Admit it: some of us are going to
braid our hair like Katniss, slap golden Mockingjay pins on our lapels and
wait in line for the midnight premiere—all while holding three fingers in the air.
Even if you’re not a diehard “Hunger Games” fan, you’re going to

see the film eventually, so why not
during break? The first part of the
final installment of the “Hunger
Games” movie franchise has Katniss
Everdeen ( Jennifer Lawrence) rebelling against the controlling Capitol
and evil President Snow.

fourth season of “Sherlock” can satisfy their Benedict Cumberbatch
craving with intelligent drama “The
Imitation Game.” The charismatic
actor stars as Alan Turing, a haunted and brilliant British cryptologist
and mathematician who cracked the
German Enigma Code, helping the
Allies win World War II.
Surrounded by a ragtag group of
scholars, linguists and chess champions, Turing secretly races against
the clock to rid the enemy of a powerful tool. Cumberbatch is the main
reason to watch the film, but a strong
supporting cast including Keira
Knightley, Matthew Goode and the
underrated Mark Strong give this
historical drama incredible acting.

Senior biology major Shanté Major breathed deeply before stepping
onstage for her WOW chapel performance. Dressed in red, her eyes
flashing, Shanté pulled on a different persona as she performed her
newest piece of spoken word. Junior
Tyler Smith played God, and Shanté
personified the first-world church.
Together, the two brought Shanté’s
poetry to life with well-timed dramatic flair. Their dialogue urged the
audience to step out of complacency.
Shanté began writing poetry at a
young age, when her mother convinced her to enter a competition at
church. “It was about why God made

for Carell’s creepy and startling performance, and Ruffalo and Tatum
bring their A-games. The movie is
dark and unsettling and has an interesting premise. The most fascinating part? It’s all true.

Whiplash (Released Oct. 10)

Steve Carell physically and mentally transforms himself into mentally unstable millionaire wrestling
coach John du Pont in this biographical drama. Olympic gold medalist
wrestler Mark Schultz (Channing
Tatum) jumps at the chance to train
for the upcoming 1988 Seoul Olympics at du Pont’s new facility.

Looking to step out of the shadow of his older brother (Mark Ruffalo), Schultz does whatever it takes
to gain the favor of his mysterious
but erratic trainer. But du Pont’s
cruel psychological games and increasingly paranoid behavior create
difficulties in Schultz’s struggle to be
the best wrestler in the world.
There’s already serious Oscar buzz

A massive favorite at last year’s
Sundance Film Festival, “Whiplash”
brings a whole new intensity to the
music mentor-student relationship.
Rising young actor Miles Teller portrays first-year music student Andrew as he becomes a drummer in a
jazz band led by abusive teacher Terence Fletcher (J.K. Simmons). Fletcher pushes his students to the edge
with his intimidating commands.
Will his incinerating drive for perfection make Andrew a star or will it
drive him to musical madness? This
mythological tug-of-war plays out
under suspenseful direction and a
great jazz soundtrack. Teller keeps
getting better and better as an actor,
and Simmons is guaranteed a nomination as Best Actor. Great acting,
great music, great story—this is a
film to see.

The Imitation Game (Nov. 28)
Those impatiently waiting for the

It’s a difficult claim to accept.
Shanté seems to know everyone on
campus—from the international students to admissions staff. “I know
what it feels like to be left alone,
and I didn’t ever want anyone to ever
feel like that, so that’s how I made a
lot of my friends,” she said, for once
not prefacing this statement with
her signature belly laugh. “One of
my goals in life is to be the person I
needed when I was younger.”
Shanté sees her poetry as a way to
fulfill that vocation: “(Poetry is) the
way I hear from God. He breathes
out, and I breathe in.”
After writing a poem, Shanté double-checks it against the Bible. She
considers the use of words to be a
reverent act. God spoke the world,
and in turn, Shanté speaks his word.
She sees herself as a teacher, referencing a verse from James that
speaks of the heightened responsibility for those who instruct. “I want
to make sure the words people hold
onto are biblically accurate.”
Sometimes Shanté writes spoken
word poems for specific events. She
has performed seven times in chapel in her three-and-a-half years as
an undergraduate but still begins to
panic about a week before each new
engagement. Because Shanté doesn’t
use manuscripts when she performs,
she repeats her poem to herself compulsively in the days before her performance, wearing headphones to
disguise the appearance of talking
to herself.
When she finally takes the stage,
adrenaline rushes through her body.
She performs the poem as you would
sing a familiar Taylor Swift song in
the car, without needing to focus on
the lyrics.

“Her style very much involves
contrast of itself,” said wingmate
and junior Liese Erb, who is the first
person Shanté goes to when inspiration strikes. The two often sit in a
room together—Liese on her lofted
bed, listening, Shanté reading and
occasionally asking for input. “You
think (the piece) is one way, and then
she flips you over and you’re like,
‘Oh—she was talking about this the
whole time.’”
Shanté crafts her pieces carefully,
often using words with double meanings to amplify that surprise factor.
“Shanté has a gift for taking conviction and transforming it into
beautiful and complex word pictures, pictures that make you want
to do something,” said senior Carli
Stewart. “Every piece is a journey,
surprising, convicting, beautiful and
true. When Shanté takes her audience on that journey, they emerge
both impressed with her delivery
and motivated to change.”
Although she’s majoring in biology
because it’s practical, Shanté’s dream
is to be part of the Passion for Christ
Movement, which holds spoken word
workshops and performs original poetry across the country. She’s discovered many of her favorite performers
through the organization.
“I want to do something where I
can help people learn and help people express themselves. I don’t know
how I’m gonna do that, but I’m gonna
figure it out,” she mused.
For now, Shanté Major will breathe
in and out and before tackling her
Organic Chemistry homework. She
might also sit down to gather some
thoughts on paper.
They could be the beginnings of a
new poem.

Photograph provided by Global Panorama

Photograph provided by theglobaldispatch.com

The screenplay for “Imitation
Game” topped the annual Black
List for best unproduced Hollywood
script in 2011 and the Weinstein

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

Contributor

Foxcatcher (Released Nov. 14)

Photograph provided by filmsvsbook.blogspot.com

In the underground District 13,
ruled by President Coin (which this
film is sure to make a lot of ), Katniss makes the final push to free the
other districts of Panem and save
her hunky baker friend, Peeta ( Josh
Hutcherson). Not to mention, she’ll
deal with monsters, urban warfare
and feelings for other friend-hunk,
Gale (Liam Hemsworth). Given the
general reception of the final novel,
this is one film where many hope the
movie is very different from the book.

Senior Shanté Major began writing spoken word poetry after seeing someone perform at church camp.

Veronica Toth

Company (known for distributing
Academy Award winners) paid big
bucks for the distribution rights.
It’s safe to say this should be a pretty good film. And do you really need
another reason to see one of this generation’s best actors on screen?
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Speaking in breaths

Shanté Major wows
audiences with spoken word
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me, and it was all rhyme-y,” she remarked of her first attempt. Even so,
she won first place.
But Shanté’s subgenre of choice,
spoken word poetry, is no delicate
verse. Because the art form emphasizes dramatic performance, spoken word poets lift their voices and
choose impassioned words to craft
a narrative. Spoken word often borrows the quick pace and intricate
wordplay of rap music.
At a church camp in 11th grade,
Shanté experienced spoken word
for the first time: “Almost Saved” by
Ezekiel Azonwu, an intense and unabashedly Christian piece. She fell in
love with the brash and powerful delivery. Six months later, after watching spoken word performances over
and over and soaking in the cadences and the rhythms, Shanté sat down
and began to write her first poem.

“I read it through and I thought, ‘I
don’t remember writing this,’” Shanté
says, her hands bouncing up and
down. “It wasn’t me writing, and it
was amazing to me that that could
happen. I was like, ‘Whoa, I can do
this with words? That’s great!’”
The poem, titled “True to You,”
is still Shanté’s favorite piece of
her own.
“I struggled a lot through middle
and high school with being myself,”
she admitted. At church, especially,
Shanté harbored an enduring feeling
of being outcast. “True to You” was
both an expression of that insecurity
and a resolve to authenticity.
That confidence expressed itself
in outreach. “I used to be introverted,” she said of her pre-“True to You”
days. She laughed deeply, infectiously. “I’m naturally shy, but no one believes me.”

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

Shanté challenges her audiences through convicting poetry.

TROJAN NATION

Taylor heard the message loud and clear as they
bounced back to win the third set 25–19. In the fourth
set, Taylor’s “do-or-die” mentality flourished.
IWU edges Taylor in Conference Championship

TheEchoNews.com
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One goal short

PREVIEW

Men’s Basketball
Schedule

11/21 Ohio State-Newark 7:00 P.M.
11/25 Grace (A) 7:00 P.M.
12.2 Saint Francis 7:00 P.M.

Women’s Basketball
Schedule

11/22 Saint Xavier 1:00 P.M.
11/25 Grace 7:00 P.M.
11/29 Berea 1:00 P.M.
12/3 Saint Francis (A) 7:00 P.M.

Cross Country
Schedule

11/22 NAIA National Championships (A)
11:30 A.M.

Photograph by Josh Adams

Nathaniel Ryan grabbed a second quarter interception and took it to the house for Taylor’s first score of the day. Ryan’s was one of four interceptions for the Trojans on the afternoon.

Trojans stun Saints
Taylor snaps three-game skid,
ends season on high note

Taylor responded with a touchdown
in the hands of senior linebacker Nathaniel Ryan on an interception reChris Yingling
turn. The score brought the game
closer, 6–7.
Sports Editor
The Trojans followed up Ryan’s
Defense ruled Saturday as the touchdown with Taylor’s longest ofTaylor football team closed the fensive drive of the day. A 44-yard trek
2014 season with a 20–14 win over downfield culminated in a strike from
the visiting University of Saint junior quarterback Michael Miller to
Francis in Illinois.
junior wide receiver Caleb Nicley in
Taylor’s offense slogged along, un- the back of the end zone. A converable to find any kind of momentum. A sion from Miller to junior wideout
stalemate first quarter left the game Robby Robbins brought the game to
scoreless with both teams vying for 14–7 at halftime.
footing in an even matchup.
Junior placekicker Wynn Coggin
Saint Francis grabbed the first helped the Trojans keep Saint Franpoints after a second-quarter score. cis out of contention in the second

interception. Miller added 20 yards
on the ground to compliment Hill’s
achievements for the Taylor running game.
Nicley hauled in the Trojans’
half, nailing two field goals from 38 lone offensive touchdown in his
and 30 yards out. Late in the fourth three-catch performance. Robquarter, with the score standing 20–7, bins led Taylor with 32 yards on
Saint Francis made a valiant come- five receptions.
back attempt but fell short to Taylor’s
Junior safety Adam Sauder led all
defensive efforts.
players with 13 tackles to finish the
“Our defense lead the way for us, season with 116 total tackles. Junior
forcing five turnovers,” said senior cornerback Tyler Mills notched a
wide receiver Griffin Lowe. “We man- career-high 10 tackles of his own in
aged the game and kept our defense addition to three pass breakups for
the Trojans.
out of bad spots.”
Junior running back Kennedy Hill
Taylor’s defense created havoc all
paced the Trojans on the ground day, forcing several Fighting Saints
with 22 carries for 51 yards behind turnovers. Ryan, senior safety Taylor
a banged-up offensive line. Miller Borst, senior linebacker Dan McKenled the Trojans in passing, finish- na and freshman linebacker Cameron
ing 11/24 with 51 yards in the air, Gray each grabbed an interception on
along with a touchdown and an the day. Junior defensive lineman Jake

Venable notched Taylor’s lone sack of
the afternoon.
“We shut down their run game and
forced a running quarterback to
throw the ball,” said McKenna. “When
we threw some pressure in, we forced
a lot of early throws that the quarterback didn’t want to make. This led to
some productive turnovers.”
Taylor honored 13 seniors in its
last game of the season against Saint
Francis. The win brings Taylor’s 2014
season to 5–6 overall with a 3–3 record in MSFA Mideast League play
and a 3–1 record at New Stadium.
“We went out there and played 60
minutes of solid football,” said head
coach Ron Korfmacher. “We got a
lot of production from guys deeper
on the depth chart all year, fought
through the injuries and got a win
on senior day.”

IWU edges Taylor in Conference Championship
Arvin’s earns Crossroads
Libero of the Year despite loss
Kyle Keck

Sports Writer

The Taylor volleyball team came up
short in a 3–2 rout with Indiana Wesleyan in the Crossroads League finals
game on Saturday.
The Grant County rivalry simmered as the Trojans squared off
against the Wildcats. To open the
first set, No. 19 Indiana Wesleyan
took a commanding lead, resulting
in a 25–16 loss for Taylor. The second set consisted of much of the
same with a 25–21 loss as the Trojans fell behind 2–0.
Taylor bounced back from a 2–0
deficit just once in 10 matchups this
season, leaving fans a little grim going into the third set.
Though the odds were stacked
against Taylor, head coach Holly Motheral refused to let her
team fold.
“The nice thing about volleyball
is you can have a slow start and
still have opportunities to be successful,” Motheral said. “I basically just told the ladies, ‘It’s now or

never. Do or die. We have to put
the things that we’ve talked about
into action.’”
Taylor heard the message loud
and clear as they bounced back
to win the third set 25–19. In the
fourth set, Taylor’s “do-or-die”
mentality flourished. Indiana Wesleyan pulled away with a 23–17 lead.
The end of Taylor’s season fell to
within two IWU points. But the Trojans’ fight never died as they rallied
together and created a 7–0 run to
take a 24–23 lead. Set four officially belonged to Taylor after it finished a 28–26 win, knotting up the
match at 2–2.
“After dropping two games, our
team began playing fearlessly and
together,” senior Kelsey Arvin said.
“We made some incredible momentum-shifting plays that made the
difference in winning (sets) three
and four. Our fight and heart was
definitely there.”
Taylor began its third consecutive
five-set match in the Crossroads
League tournament following its
victories against Saint Francis and
Grace. Although fighting through
five sets was all too familiar to Taylor, weariness from high-strung

emotions in the previous sets
caught up with the team. Indiana
Wesleyan won the fifth set 15–10,
solidifying a Wildcat Crossroads
League title and the end to the Trojans’ season.
“In the end, I think some fatigue
from a long week and a few too
many errors cost us the fifth set,”
Arvin said. “But I can walk away
from our IWU match feeling like
our fight and determination was
exemplified in our performance
that night.”
Over the course of the rollercoaster match, Taylor’s women put
together impressive individual performances. Sophomore Kelly Arnold
led the way with 12 kills, while junior Casey Allen and senior Jackie
Close each added nine kills of their
own. Junior Julia Willey gave her
team 37 assists, but Arvin anchored
the defense with 27 digs.
Ar v i n ga r n e re d th e Cr o ss roads League Libero of the Year
and accompanied Willey on the
All-Crossroads League First-Team.
Close earned second-team honors and freshman Rachel Bouma
earned her spot on the All-Freshman team.

“My mentality this season and
throughout my career has been to
come into practices and games 100
percent with mental focus and hard
work,” Arvin said. “This mentality,
great coaching and a great block
and fellow defensive squad helped
me receive this honor.”

Photograph by Josh Adams

Junior Maggie Williamson contributed 14 digs for the Trojans.
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Taylor finished its season with
a 26–13 record, the most wins the
team has seen since 2011.
“I’m very pleased with how the
season went,” Motheral said. “We
had a very good start to the year and
it was awesome to see the season
end with a fight and not giving up.”

Athlete of the Week

Ian Dutcher
Year

Senior

Hometown

Elgin, Ill.

Position

Center

Pump-Up Song

“Midnight City” by M83

Funniest teammate

Vivian Aiken

Favorite basketball memory

Making it to conference championship sophomore year

Key stat

13.4 points/game this season
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